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GOD CALLS ABRAM
(Genesis12)

Abram hears God voice and out of obedience leaves his roots and family
household of his father Terach in Haran.

12The Lord had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your
father's household and go to the land I will show you. 2”1 will make you into
a great nation and | will bless you; | will make your name great, and you will
be a blessing. 31 will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you |
will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.,,

4So Abram left?, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram
was seventy-five years old when he set out from Haran.

8By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive
as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know
where he was going. 9By faith he made his home in the promised land

N like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and
Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.

Hebrews 11:8

5He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had
accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for
the land of Canaan, and they arrived there. 6Abram traveled through the land
as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the
Canaanites were in the land.

7The Lord appeared to Abram and said, "To your offspring | will give this
land." So he built an altar there to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 8From
there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with
Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the Lord and
called on the name of the Lord . 9Then Abram set out and continued

toward the Negev.



ABRAM IN EGYPT

Abram goes to Egypt and gains Pharao s favor because of his wife. But God
punishs Pharao and he expels Abram with his cattle and all property.

10Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to live
there for a while because the famine was severe. 11As he was about to enter
Egypt, he said to his wife Sarali, "I know what a beautiful woman you are.
12When the Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This is his wife.' Then they will
Kill me but will let you live. 13Say you are my sister, so that | will be treated
well for your sake and my life will be spared because of you.,, 14When
Abram came to Egypt, the Egyptians saw that she was a very beautiful
woman. 15And when Pharaoh's officials saw her, they praised her to Pharaoh,
and she was taken into his palace. 16He treated Abram well for her sake,

and Abram acquired sheep and cattle, male and female donkeys, menservants
and maidservants, and camels. 17But the Lord inflicted serious diseases

on Pharaoh and his household because of Abram's wife Sarai. 18So Pharaoh
summoned Abram. "What have you done to me?" he said. "Why didn't you
tell me she was your wife? 19Why did you say, 'She is my sister,' so

that | took her to be my wife? Now then, here is your wife. Take her and go!"
20Then Pharaoh gave orders about Abram to his men, and they sent him on
his way, with his wife and everything he had.

ABRAM AND LOT
(Genesis 13)

Abram and Lot are dividing because of the multitude of their flocks. Lot
chooses with his eyes, Abram chooses by his faith.

1So Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev, with his wife and everything he
had, and Lot went with him. 2Abram had become very wealthy in livestock
and in silver and gold. 3From the Negev he went from place to place until he
came to Bethel, to the place between Bethel and Ai where his tent had been
earlier 4and where he had first built an altar. There Abram called on the name
of the Lord .

5Now Lot, who was moving about with Abram, also had flocks and herds and
tents. 6But the land could not support them while they stayed together, for
their possessions were so great that they were not able to stay together. 7And
quarreling arose between Abram's herdsmen and the herdsmen of Lot. The
Canaanites and Perizzites were also living in the land at that time.



8So Abram said to Lot, "Let's not have any quarreling between you and me,
or between your herdsmen and mine, for we are brothers. 9lIs not the whole

land before you? Let's part company. If you go to the left, I'll go to the right;
if you go to the right, I'll go to the left.,,

10Lot looked up and saw* that the whole plain of the Jordan was well
watered, like the garden of the Lord , like the land of Egypt, toward Zoar.
(This was before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) 11So Lot chose
for himself the whole plain of the Jordan and set out toward the east. The two
men parted company: 12Abram lived in the land of Canaan, while Lot lived
among the cities of the plain and pitched his tents near Sodom.

Lot make his choise with his eyes, same as Eve saw ,,that the fruit of
the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye

I8 7But the Lord said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his
height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things
man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord
looks at the heart.,,

1 Samuel 16;7

13Now the men of Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly against the
Lord. 14The Lord said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, "Lift up your
eyes from where you are and look north and south, east and west. 15All the
land that you see | will give to you and your offspring forever. 161 will make
your offspring like the dust of the earth?, so that if anyone could count the
dust, then your offspring could be counted. 17Go, walk through the length
and breadth of the land, for | am giving it to you." 18So Abram moved his
tents and went to live near the great trees of Mamre at Hebron, where he built
an altar to the Lord °.

He is the father of us all. 17As it is written: "I have made you a father
’) of many nations." He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he
believed--the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are

not as though they were.
Romans 4;17

9By faith he (Abraham) made his home in the promised land like a
e} stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob,
who were heirs with him of the same promise.

Hebrews 11:9



THE BATTLES BETWEEN THE KINGS
(Genesis 14)

Four kings fought war agains five kings, they have won and captured Lot and
his family.

1At this time Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Kedorlaomer
king of Elam and Tidal king of Goiim 2went to war against Bera king of
Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king

of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar). 3All these latter kings joined
forces in the Valley of Siddim (the Salt Sea ). 4For twelve years they had
been subject to Kedorlaomer, but in the thirteenth year they rebelled. 5In the
fourteenth year, Kedorlaomer and the kings allied with him went out and
defeated the Rephaites in Ashteroth Karnaim, the Zuzites in Ham, the Emites
in Shaveh Kiriathaim 6and the Horites in the hill country of Seir, as far as El
Paran near the desert. 7Then they turned back and went to En Mishpat (that
Is, Kadesh), and they conquered the whole territory of the Amalekites, as well
as the Amorites who were living in Hazazon Tamar.

8Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king
of Zeboiim and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) marched out and drew up their
battle lines in the Valley of Siddim 9against Kedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal
king of Goiim, Amraphel king of Shinar and Arioch king of Ellasar-four
kings against five.

10Now the Valley of Siddim was full of tar pits, and when the kings of
Sodom and Gomorrah fled, some of the men fell into them and the rest fled to
the hills. 11The four kings seized all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah and
all their food; then they went away. 12They also carried off Abram's nephew
Lot and his possessions, since he was living in Sodom.

ABRAM SET LOT AND HIS FAMILY FREE

Abram liberates Lot from captivity and receives blessing from the King of
Salem and the priest of the most highest God

130ne who had escaped came and reported this to Abram the Hebrew. Now
Abram was living near the great trees of Mamre the Amorite, a brother of
Eshcol and Aner, all of whom were allied with Abram. 14When Abram heard
that his relative had been taken captive, he called out the 318 trained men
born in his household and went in pursuit as far as Dan.



15During the night Abram divided his men to attack them and he routed
them, pursuing them as far as Hobah, north of Damascus. 16He recovered all
the goods and brought back his relative Lot and his possessions, together with
the women and the other people.

17After Abram returned from defeating Kedorlaomer and the kings allied
with him, the king of Sodom came out to meet him in the Valley of Shaveh
(that is, the King's Valley).

18Then Melchizedek'” king of Salem® brought out bread and wine. He was
priest of God Most High, 19and he blessed Abram, saying, "Blessed be
Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth. 20And blessed be
God Most High, who delivered your enemies into your hand.,, Then Abram
gave him a tenth of everything.

Paul explains the connection between Melchizedek and Jesus Christ

1This Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest of God Most High.
He met Abraham returning from the defeat of the kings and blessed
him, 2and Abraham gave him a tenth of everything. First, his name
means "king of righteousness"; then also, "king of Salem" means "king
of peace." 3Without father or mother, without genealogy, without
beginning of days or end of life, like the Son of God he remains a
priest forever. 4Just think how great he was: Even the patriarch
Abraham gave him a tenth of the plunder! 5Now the law requires the
descendants of Levi who become priests to collect a tenth from the
people--that is, their brothers--even though their brothers are
descended from Abraham. 6This man, however, did not trace his

I8 descent from Levi, yet he collected a tenth from Abraham and blessed
him who had the promises. 7TAnd without doubt the lesser person is
blessed by the greater. 8In the one case, the tenth is collected by men
who die; but in the other case, by him who is declared to be living.
90ne might even say that Levi, who collects the tenth, paid the tenth
through Abraham, 10because when Melchizedek met Abraham, Levi
was still in the body of his ancestor. 111f perfection could have been
attained through the Levitical priesthood (for on the basis of it the
law was given to the people), why was there still need for another
priest to come--one in the order of Melchizedek, not in the order of
Aaron? 12For when there is a change of the priesthood, there must
also be a change of the law. 13He of whom these things are said
belonged to a different tribe, and no one from that tribe has ever
served at the altar.



14For it is clear that our Lord descended from Judah, and in regard to
that tribe Moses said nothing about priests. 15And what we have said
is even more clear if another priest like Melchizedek appears, 16one
who has become a priest not on the basis of a regulation as to his
ancestry but on the basis of the power of an indestructible life. 17For
it is declared: "You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek."
18The former regulation is set aside because it was weak and useless
19(for the law made nothing perfect), and a better hope is introduced,
by which we draw near to God. 20And it was not without an oath!
Others became priests without any oath, 21but he became a priest
with an oath when God said to him: "The Lord has sworn and will not
change his mind: "You are a priest forever.' " 22Because of this oath,
Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant.

The name Melchizedek ( Biblical hebrew: 77¥™'2'71 ) means, "king of
righteousness"” or "my king is righteousness”.

Salem means in hebrew ,, Peace®, the Hebrew tradition refers the valley of
Salem to Jerusalem as the ,,place of peace”

21The king of Sodom said to Abram, "Give me the people and keep the goods
for yourself."22But Abram said to the king of Sodom, "I have raised my hand
to the Lord , God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth, and have taken an
oath 23that | will accept nothing belonging to you, not even a thread or the
thong of a sandal, so that you will never be able to say, ‘| made Abram rich.'
241 will accept nothing but what my men have eaten and the share that
belongs to the men who went with me-to Aner, Eshcol and Mamre. Let them
have their share.,,

THE GOD’S COVENANT WITH ABRAM
(Genesis 15)

God counts Abram § faith and make with him a covenant and a
promise of blessing.

1After this, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: "Do not be
afraid, Abram. | am your shield, your very great reward. ,, 2But Abram said,
"O Sovereign Lord, what can you give me since | remain childless and the
one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?"



3And Abram said, "You have given me no children; so a servant in my
household will be my heir." 4Then the word of the Lord came to him: "This
man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be

your heir." 5He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count
the stars-if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your
offspring be.,,

6Abram believed the Lord , and he credited it to him as righteousness.*

11And he (Abraham) received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the
righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. So
then, he is the father of all who believe but have not been circumecised,
in order that righteousness might be credited to them. 12And he is also
the father of the circumcised who not only are circumcised but who
also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had
before he was circumecised. 13It was not through law that Abraham
and his offspring received the promise that he would be heir of the
world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith.

Romans 4;11-13

16Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace
and may be guaranteed to all Abraham's offspring-- not only to those
who are of the law but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham.
1 He is the father of us all. 17As it is written: "I have made you a
father of many nations." He is our father in the sight of God, in whom
he believed--the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that
are not as though they were. 18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope
believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it had been
said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 19Without weakening in his
faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead--since he was
about a hundred years old--and that Sarah's womb was also dead.
20Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of
God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 21being
fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.

22This is why "it was credited to him as righteousness..,

Romans 4;16-22

6Consider Abraham: "He believed God, and it was credited to him as
righteousness." 7Understand, then, that those who believe are children



of Abraham. 8The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the

Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham:

"All nations will be blessed through you." 950 those who have faith are
I8 Dblessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.

Galatians 3;6-9

7He also said to him, "I am the Lord ,who brought you out of Ur of the
Chaldeans to give you this land to také possession of it." 8But Abram said,
"O Sovereign Lord ,how can I know that | will gain possession of it?" 9So the
Lord said to him, "Bring me a heifer, a goat and a ram, each three years old,
along with a dove and a young pigeon." 10Abram brought all these to him,
cut them in two and arranged the halves opposite each other; the birds,
however, he did not cut in half. 11Then birds of prey came down on the
carcasses, but Abram drove them away. 12As the sun was setting, Abram fell
into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness came over him. 13Then
the Lord said to him, "Know for certain that your descendants will be
strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated
four hundred years.

14But | will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will
come out with great possessions. 15You, however, will go to your fathers in
peace and be buried at a good old age. 16In the fourth generation your
descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites? has not yet
reached its full measure.,,*

The Amorites inhabited the land of Canaan as descendands of Canaan,
the son of Ham. They are mentioned as enemies of Hebrews.

9"1 destroyed the Amorite before them, though he was tall as the
cedars and strong as the oaks. I destroyed his fruit above and his roots
below.

Amos2;9

2The Lord said to me, "Do not be afraid of him, for I have handed him
over to you with his whole army and his land. Do to him what you did
to Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned in Heshbon." 3So the Lord
our God also gave into our hands Og king of Bashan and all his army.
We struck them down, leaving no survivors.



4At that time we took all his cities. There was not one of the sixty
cities that we did not take from them-the whole region of Argob, Og's
kingdom in Bashan. 5All these cities were fortified with high walls and
with gates and bars, and there were also a great many unwalled
villages. 6We completely destroyed them, as we had done with Sihon
king of Heshbon, destroying every city-men, women and children.
7But all the livestock and the plunder from their cities we carried off
for ourselves. 8So at that time we took from these two kings of the
Amorites the territory east of the Jordan, from the Arnon Gorge as far
as Mount Hermon. 9(Hermon is called Sirion by the Sidonians; the
Amorites call it Senir.) 10We took all the towns on the plateau, and all
Gilead, and all Bashan as far as Salecah and Edrei, towns of Og's
kingdom in Bashan. 11(Only Og king of Bashan was left of the

94| remnant of the Rephaites. His bed was made of iron and was more
than thirteen feet long and six feet wide. It is still in Rabbah of the
Ammonites.)

Deuteronomy 3;2-11

45These are the stipulations, decrees and laws Moses gave them when
they came out of Egypt 46and were in the valley near Beth Peor east
of the Jordan, in the land of Sihon king of the Amorites, who reigned
in Heshbon and was defeated by Moses and the Israelites as they came
out of Egypt. 47They took possession of his land and the land of Og
king of Bashan, the two Amorite kings east of the Jordan.

Deuteronomy 4;45-47

As many other nations around the promised land Amorites were idolaters,

used to practice rits, which were disgusting for lord. Therefore Lord gave
i\ the land to Hebrews, but not at the period of Abraham, but the period of

Moses and Joshua, who defeated them in Numbers 21;21-35 and Joshua

10;:5 and 11:8.

17When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot with a
blazing torch appeared and passed between the pieces. 180n that day the
Lord made a covenant with Abram and said, "To your descendants | give this
land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates- 19the land of
the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 20Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites,

21 Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites."



TWO WIFES OF ABRAM
(Genesis 16)

Hagar the servant and slave of Sarai give birth to Abram s son Ishmael. Sarai
stays without children.

1Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. But she had an
Egyptian maidservant named Hagar;* 2so she said to Abram, "The Lord has
kept me from having children. Go, sleep with my maidservant; perhaps | can
build a family through her." Abram agreed to what Sarai said. 3So after
Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife took her Egyptian
maidservant Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife. 4He slept with
Hagar, and she conceived. When she knew she was pregnant, she began to
despise her mistress.

Paul points out in Galatians 4;22-28 these two women as symboles of
blessing and slavery, for correct understanding of a Christian, to which
of these two women a real Christian should be an offspring.

22For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the slave
woman and the other by the free woman. 23His son by the slave
woman was born in the ordinary way; but his son by the free woman
was born as the result of a promise. 24These things may be taken

1 figuratively, for the women represent two covenants. One covenant is
from Mount Sinai and bears children who are to be slaves: This is
Hagar. 25Now Hagar stands for Mount Sinai in Arabia and
corresponds to the present city of Jerusalem, because she is in
slavery with her children. 26 But the Jerusalem that is above is free,
and she is our mother. 27For it is written: "Be glad, O barren woman,
who bears no children; break forth and cry aloud, you who have no
labor pains; because more are the children of the desolate woman than
of her who has a husband." 28Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are
children of promise.

5Then Sarai said to Abram, "You are responsible for the wrong | am
suffering. | put my servant in your arms, and now that she knows she is
pregnant, she despises me. May the Lord judge between you and me.,,
6'"Your servant is in your hands," Abram said. "Do with her whatever you
think best.” Then Sarai mistreated Hagar; so she fled from her.

See following verses 9 and 10



7The angel of the Lord found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it was the
spring that is beside the road to Shur. 8And he said, "Hagar, servant of Saral,
where have you come from, and where are you going?" "I'm running away
from my mistress Sarai," she answered. 9Then the angel of the Lord told her,
"Go back to your mistress and submit to her." 10The angel added, "I will so
increase your descendants that they will be too numerous to count.” *

God § answer contains command same as blessing. The command is
futher explained in Ephesians 6;5-9

5Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with

1 sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. 60bey them not only
to win their favor when their eye is on you, but like slaves of Christ,
doing the will of God from your heart. 7Serve wholeheartedly, as if
you were serving the Lord, not men, 8because you know that the Lord
will reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether he is slave or
free.

11The angel of the Lord also said to her: "You are now with child and you
will have a son. You shall name him Ishmael,” for the Lord has heard of your
misery. 12He will be a wild donkey of a man; his hand will be against
everyone and everyone's hand against him, and he will live in hostility toward
all his brothers." ®

Ishmael-meaning: "God (El) has hearkened", suggesting that "a child so
named was regarded as the fulfillment of a divine promise”. is considered
as a prophet in Islam. His mother was the Egyptian Hagar ( Genesis
16:3). According to the Genesis account, he died at the age of 137
(Genesis 25:17). Jewish, Christian and Islamic traditions consider

A\ Ishmael to be the ancestor of the Ishmaelites ( Hagarenes or Arabians)
and patriarch of Qaydar. According to Muslim tradition, in which he is
regarded as an ancestor of Muhammad, Ishmael thereby founded a great
nation as promised by God in the Old Testament, and was buried with his
mother Hagar (Hdjar) next to the Kaaba in Mecca, under the area
demarcated by the semi-circular Hijr Ismail wall.

Some scholars explain by this verse the very defensive role of Islam toward
the two other Abrahamic religions — Christianity and Judaism



13She gave this name to the Lord who spoke to her: "You are the God who
sees me," for she said, "I have now seen the One who sees me." 14 That is
why the well was called Beer Lahai Roi ; it is still there, between Kadesh and
Bered. 15So Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram gave the name Ishmael to
the son she had borne. 16 Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore
him Ishmael.

13From heaven the Lord looks down and sees all mankind; 14from his
dwelling place he watches all who live on earth-

Psalm 33;13-14

CONFIRMATION OF THE GOD’S COVENANT WITH

ABRAM
(Genesis 17)

God reveals his divine plan of blessing to Abram, he changes the name of
Abram and his wife and points out the sign of the new covenant.

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said,
"I am God Almighty ; walk before me and be blameless. 21 will confirm my
covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers."
3Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, 4"As for me, this is my covenant
with you: You will be the father of many nations. 5No longer will you be
called Abram ; your name will be Abraham, for | have made you a father of
many nations.*

Isaiah is speaking about the descemdants as ,, Israel “ mentioning names
Abraham and Jacob. Abraham for his faith and Jacob for his repentative
character.

8"But you, O Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, you

{8 descendants of Abraham my friend, 91 took you from the ends of the
earth, from its farthest corners I called you. I said, 'You are my
servant'’; I have chosen you and have not rejected you. 10So do not
fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous
right hand.



Paul refers this idea futher by explaining, what was the very Abraham s
character God was enchanted with..

16Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace
and may be guaranteed to all Abraham's offspring-- not only to those
who are of the law but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham.
He is the father of us all. 17As it is written: "I have made you a father
of many nations." He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he
believed--the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are
not as though they were. 18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope
believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it had been
said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 19Without weakening in his
faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead--since he was
about a hundred years old--and that Sarah's womb was also dead.
20Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of
God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God,

21being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had

promised. 22This is why "it was credited to him as righteousness.,,

Romans 4;16-22

61 will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will
come from you. 71 will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant
between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to
come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you. 8The whole
land of Canaan, where you are now an alien, | will give as an everlasting
possession to you and your descendants after you; and | will be their God."
9Then God said to Abraham, "As for you, you must keep my covenant, you
and your descendants after you for the generations to come. 10This is my
covenant with you and your descendants after you, the covenant you are to
keep: Every male among you shall be circumcised. 11You are to undergo
circumcision, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and you.?

11And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness
that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. So then, he is
the father of all who believe but have not been circumcised, in order
that righteousness might be credited to them. 12And he is also the
father of the circumcised who not only are circumcised but who also

2 walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had before
he was circumecised. 131t was not through law that Abraham and his
offspring received the promise that he would be heir of the world, but

through the righteousness that comes by faith.
Romans 4:;11-13



12For the generations to come every male among you who is eight days old
must be circumcised, including those born in your household or bought with
money from a foreigner-those who are not your offspring. 13Whether born in
your household or bought with your money, they must be circumcised. My
covenant in your flesh is to be an everlasting covenant. 14Any uncircumcised
male, who has not been circumcised in the flesh, will be cut off from his
people; he has broken my covenant.” 15God also said to Abraham, "As for
Sarai your wife, you are no longer to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah.*

A fairly standard interpretation of the meaning of the two

names, Sarai ("W ) and Sarah, (N ) is that they center around the root
word sar meaning “prince” (or similarly, “chief,” “leader” or “captain”).
In the Hebrew language, a -y ('ending can signify possession—“my.”
Thus, a common interpretation of the original name of the matriarch,
Sarai ts “my princess.” As such, a common explanation for the name
change is that, in the context of Abraham becoming a father of many
nations (verse 5), Sarat went from being Abram’s personal princess to
simply being referred to more generically as “princess”—a princess not

just of Abraham personally, but of many.

161 will bless her and will surely give you a son by her. | will bless her so that
she will be the mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her."
17Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to himself, "Will a son be
born to a man a hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of
ninety?" 18And Abraham said to God, "If only Ishmael might live under your
blessing!" 19Then God said, "Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son,
and you will call him Isaac. | will establish my covenant with him as an
everlasting covenant for his descendants after him. 20And as for Ishmael, |
have heard you: | will surely bless him; | will make him fruitful and will
greatly increase his numbers. He will be the father of twelve rulers, and | will
make him into a great nation. 21But my covenant | will establish with Isaac,
whom Sarah will bear to you by this time next year." 22When he had finished
speaking with Abraham, God went up from him.

230n that very day Abraham took his son Ishmael and all those born in his
household or bought with his money, every male in his household, and
circumcised them, as God told him. 24Abraham was ninety-nine years old
when he was circumcised, 25and his son Ishmael was thirteen; 26 Abraham
and his son Ishmael were both circumcised on that same day. 27And every
male in Abraham's household, including those born in his household or
bought from a foreigner, was circumcised with him.



THE DIVINE GUESTS OF ABRAHAM
(Genesis 18)

Abraham has a visitation of three angels, who confirm to him and Sarah the
coming birth of the son of promise.

1The Lord appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was
sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. 2Abraham looked up
and saw three men standing nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the
entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground. 3He said, "If |
have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by. 4Let a
little water be brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest under
this tree. 5Let me get you something to eat, so you can be refreshed and then
go on your way-now that you have come to your servant." "Very well," they
answered, "do as you say."*

Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have
{8 entertained angels without knowing it.

Hebrews 13;2

6So0 Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. "Quick," he said, "get three

seahs of fine flour and knead it and bake some bread." 7Then he ran to the
herd and selected a choice, tender calf and gave it to a servant, who hurried to
prepare it. 8He then brought some curds and milk and the calf that had been
prepared, and set these before them. While they ate, he stood near them under
a tree. 9"Where is your wife Sarah?" they asked him. "There, in the tent," he
said. 10Then the Lord said, "I will surely return to you about this time next
year, and Sarah your wife will have a son." Now Sarah was listening at the
entrance to the tent, which was behind him. 11Abraham and Sarah were
already old and well advanced in years, and Sarah was past the age of
childbearing.?

11By faith Abraham, even though he was past age--and Sarah herself
was barren- -was enabled to become a father because he considered
him faithful who had made the promise. 12And so from this one man,

A and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in
the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.

Hebrews 11;11



12So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, "After | am worn out and my
master is old, will I now have this pleasure?" 13Then the Lord said to
Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh and say, 'Will | really have a child, now that
| am old?' 141s anything too hard for the Lord ?° | will return to you at the
appointed time next year and Sarah will have a son." 15Sarah was afraid, so
she lied and said, "I did not laugh." But he said, "Yes, you did laugh."
16When the men got up to leave, they looked down toward Sodom, and
Abraham walked along with them to see them on their way.

Compare the importance of the angel's message, which cannot be trifled
with.

2} 20And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this
happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true
at their proper time."

Luke 1;20

ABRAHAM - THE INTERCESSOR IN FRONT OF LORD

Abraham pleads for the Lord 5§ mercy upon the wicked towns Sodomah and
Gomorah after God revealed to him his plan, he is going to bring into reality.

17Then the Lord said, "Shall I hide from Abraham what | am about to do?
18Abraham will surely become a great and powerful nation, and all nations
on earth will be blessed through him. 19For I have chosen him, so that he will
direct his children and his household after him to keep the way of the Lord by
doing what is right and just, so that the Lord will bring about for Abraham
what he has promised him." 20Then the Lord said, "The outcry against
Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so grievous 21that | will go
down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached
me. If not, I will know." 22The men turned away and went toward Sodom,
but Abraham remained standing before the Lord . 23Then Abraham
approached him and said: "Will you sweep away the righteous with the
wicked??

5But if our unrighteousness brings out God's righteousness more
clearly, what shall we say? That God is unjust in bringing his wrath on
I8 us? (I am using a human argument.) 6Certainly not! If that were so,
how could God judge the world?.
Romans 3;5-6



24What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep it
away and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it?
25Far be it from you to do such a thing-to kill the righteous with the wicked,
treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not the
Judge of all the earth do right?" 26 The Lord said, "If | find fifty righteous
people in the city of Sodom, | will spare the whole place for their sake."
27Then Abraham spoke up again: "Now that | have been so bold as to speak
to the Lord, though | am nothing but dust and ashes, 28what if the number of
the righteous is five less than fifty? Will you destroy the whole city because
of five people?” "If | find forty-five there," he said, "I will not destroy it."
290nce again he spoke to him, "What if only forty are found there?" He said,
"For the sake of forty, | will not do it." 30Then he said, "May the Lord not be
angry, but let me speak. What if only thirty can be found there?" He
answered, "I will not do it if | find thirty there." 31Abraham said, "Now that |
have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, what if only twenty can be found
there?" He said, "For the sake of twenty, | will not destroy it." 32Then he
said, "May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak just once more. What if
only ten can be found there?" He answered, "For the sake of ten, | will not
destroy it." 33When the Lord had finished speaking with Abraham, he left,
and Abraham returned home.

DESTRUCTION OF SODOM AND GOMORAH AND

DELIVERANCE OF LOT
(Genesis 19)

God destroys wicked towns and its ihabitans but he liberates the righteous
Lot and his entire family.

19The two angels arrived at Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the
gateway of the city. When he saw them, he got up to meet them and bowed
down with his face to the ground. 2"My lords," he said, "please turn aside

to your servant's house. You can wash your feet and spend the night and then
go on your way early in the morning.” "No," they answered, "we will spend
the night in the square.” 3But he insisted so strongly that they did go with him
and entered his house. He prepared a meal for them, baking bread without
yeast, and they ate. 4Before they had gone to bed, all the men from every part
of the city of Sodom-both young and old-surrounded the house. 5They called
to Lot, "Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us so
that we can have sex with them."!



Paul is speaking about the ways of ungodliness of sinners through out the
centuries

21For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor
gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish
hearts were darkened. 22Although they claimed to be wise, they
became fools 23and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for
images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and
reptiles. 24Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their
hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one
another..

Romans 1;21-24

6Lot went outside to meet them and shut the door behind him 7and said, "No,
my friends. Don't do this wicked thing. 8Look, | have two daughters who
have never slept with a man. Let me bring them out to you, and you can do
what you like with them. But don't do anything to these men, for they have
come under the protection of my roof." 9"Get out of our way," they replied.
And they said, "This fellow came here as an alien, and now he wants to play
the judge! We'll treat you worse than them." They kept bringing pressure on
Lot and moved forward to break down the door. 10But the men inside
reached out and pulled Lot back into the house and shut the door. 11Then
they struck the men who were at the door of the house, young and old,

with blindness so that they could not find the door. 12The two men said to
Lot, "Do you have anyone else here-sons-in-law, sons or daughters, or anyone
else in the city who belongs to you? Get them out of here, 13because we are
going to destroy this place. The outcry to the Lord against its people is so
great that he has sent us to destroy it."?

Same as Lot has been called by the angels to leave Sodomabh, the people
chosen by God are called to leave the earthly Babylon, a symbolic place
of all kind of wickedness.

924 4Then I heard another voice from heaven say: "Come out of her, my
people, so that you will not share in her sins, so that you will not
receive any of her plagues; 5for her sins are piled up to heaven, and
God has remembered her crimes..

Revelation 18;4-5

14So Lot went out and spoke to his sons in-law, who were pledged to marry
his daughters. He said, "Hurry and get out of this place, because the Lord is



about to destroy the city!" But his sons-in-law thought he was joking. 15With
the coming of dawn, the angels urged Lot, saying, "Hurry! Take your wife
and your two daughters who are here, or you will be swept away when the
city is punished." 16When he hesitated, the men grasped his hand and the
hands of his wife and of his two daughters and led them safely out of the city,
for the Lord was merciful to them. 17As soon as they had brought them out,
one of them said, "Flee for your lives! Don't look back, and don't stop
anywhere in the plain! Flee to the mountains or you will be swept away!"
18But Lot said to them, "No, my lords, please! 19Your servant has found
favor in your eyes, and you have shown great kindness to me in sparing my
life. But I can't flee to the mountains; this disaster will overtake me, and I'll
die. 20Look, here is a town near enough to run to, and it is small. Let me flee
to it-it is very small, isn't it? Then my life will be spared.” 21He said to him,
"Very well, | will grant this request too; | will not overthrow the town you
speak of. 22But flee there quickly, because | cannot do anything until you
reach it." (That is why the town was called Zoar. ) 23BYy the time Lot reached
Zoar, the sun had risen over the land. 24Then the Lord rained down burning
sulfur on Sodom and Gomorrah-from the Lord out of the heavens.”

Fire and brimstone (Hebrew: ) 7°953 gofrit va’esh,) is an idiomatic
expression referring to God's wrath and divine judgement found in both
the Hebrew Bible (Deuteronomy 29;22-25), (Isaiah 30;33 and 34;9),
Izekiel (38;18-23) and the Christian New Testament (Revelation 19;20).

22Your children who follow you in later generations and foreigners
who come from distant lands will see the calamities that have fallen on
the land and the diseases with which the Lord has afflicted it. 23The
whole land will be a burning waste of salt and sulfur-nothing planted,
nothing sprouting, no vegetation growing on it. It will be like the

')\ destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboiim, which the
Lord overthrew in fierce anger. 24 All the nations will ask: "Why has
the Lord done this to this land? Why this fierce, burning anger?"
25And the answer will be: "It is because this people abandoned the
covenant of the Lord , the God of their fathers, the covenant he made
with them when he brought them out of Egypt.

33Topheth has long been prepared; it has been made ready for the
king. Its fire pit has been made deep and wide, with an abundance of
fire and wood; the breath of the Lord , like a stream of burning sulfur,
sets it ablaze.



9Edom's streams will be turned into pitch, her dust into burning
sulfur; her land will become blazing pitch!

18This is what will happen in that day: When Gog attacks the land of
Israel, my hot anger will be aroused, declares the Sovereign LORD .
19In my zeal and fiery wrath I declare that at that time there shall be
a great earthquake in the land of Israel. 20The fish of the sea, the
birds of the air, the beasts of the field, every creature that moves
along the ground, and all the people on the face of the earth will
tremble at my presence. The mountains will be overturned, the cliffs
will crumble and every wall will fall to the ground. 211 will summon a
sword against Gog on all my mountains, declares the Sovereign LORD
A Every man's sword will be against his brother. 221 will execute
judgment upon him with plague and bloodshed; I will pour down

torrents of rain, hailstones and burning sulfur on him and on his
troops and on the many nations with him. 23And so I will show my
greatness and my holiness, and I will make myself known in the sight
of many nations. Then they will know that I am the LORD .

20But the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who
had performed the miraculous signs on his behalf. With these signs he
had deluded those who had received the mark of the beast and
worshiped his image. The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery
lake of burning sulfur.

25Thus he overthrew those cities and the entire plain, including all those
living in the cities-and also the vegetation in the land. 26But Lot's wife
looked back, and she became a pillar of salt.it.,,*®

Out of disobedience Lot s wife looked back, how the fire is consuming
everything and she became part of the destruction as land of salt is a
symbol of desolation.

Jesus reffers the day of Son of Man similar to the day of destruction of
Sodom and Gomorrah.

28"It was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and
drinking, buying and selling, planting and building. 29But the day Lot

left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed



them all. 30"It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is
revealed. 310n that day no one who is on the roof of his house, with
his goods inside, should go down to get them. Likewise, no one in the
field should go back for anything. 32Remember Lot's wife! 33Whoever
tries to keep his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve
1t.

27Early the next morning Abraham got up and returned to the place where he
had stood before the Lord . 28He looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah,
toward all the land of the plain, and he saw dense smoke rising from the land,
like smoke from a furnace. 29So when God destroyed the cities of the plain,
he remembered Abraham, and he brought Lot out of the catastrophe that
overthrew the cities where Lot had lived.

THE TWO DAUGHTERS OF LOT

The destiny of Lot is not blessed as the two daughters of Lot, who have no
husbands they strive for the birth of their offspring through intercourse with
their own father. Therefore the people of Moab and Amon have no favor in
God 5 eyes as their origin is through prohibited intercourse.

30Lot and his two daughters left Zoar and settled in the mountains, for he was
afraid to stay in Zoar. He and his two daughters lived in a cave. 310ne day
the older daughter said to the younger, "Our father is old, and there is no man
around here to lie with us, as is the custom all over the earth. 32Let's get our
father to drink wine and then lie with him and preserve our family line
through our father." 33That night they got their father to drink wine, and the
older daughter went in and lay with him. He was not aware of it when she lay
down or when she got up. 34The next day the older daughter said to the
younger, "Last night | lay with my father. Let's get him to drink wine again
tonight, and you go in and lie with him so we can preserve our family line
through our father." 35So they got their father to drink wine that night also,
and the younger daughter went and lay with him. Again he was not aware of
it when she lay down or when she got up. 36So both of Lot's daughters
became pregnant by their father. 37The older daughter had a son, and she
named him Moab” ; he is the father of the Moabites of today. 38 The younger
daughter also had a son, and she named him Ben-Ammi® ; he is

the father of the Ammonites of today.

Meaning begotten from the father

E Meaning the son of my relative



ABRAHAM IN GERAR
(Genesis 20)

Abraham settles in Gerar. Abimelech, the King of Gerar got married to
Sarah, not knowing, it is Abrahams ‘wife. God punish Acimelech and his
kingdom, but through Abrahams ‘prayer God heals the kingdom.

20Now Abraham moved on from there into the region of the Negev and lived
between Kadesh and Shur. For a while he stayed in Gerar, 2and there
Abraham said of his wife Sarah, "She is my sister." Then Abimelech king of
Gerar sent for Sarah and took her. 3But God came to Abimelech in a dream
one night and said to him, "You are as good as dead because of the woman
you have taken; she is a married woman." 4Now Abimelech had not gone
near her, so he said, "Lord, will you destroy an innocent nation? 5Did he not
say to me, 'She is my sister," and didn't she also say, ‘He is my brother'? | have
done this with a clear conscience and clean hands." 6Then God said to him in
the dream, "Yes, | know you did this with a clear conscience, and so | have
kept you from sinning against me. That is why | did not let you touch her.
7Now return the man's wife, for he is a prophet, and he will pray for you and
you will live. But if you do not return her, you may be sure that you and all
yours will die." 8Early the next morning Abimelech summoned all his
officials, and when he told them all that had happened, they were very much
afraid. 9Then Abimelech called Abraham in and said, "What have you done
to us? How have | wronged you that you have brought such great guilt upon
me and my kingdom? You have done things to me that should not be done."
10And Abimelech asked Abraham, "What was your reason for doing this?"
11Abraham replied, "I said to myself, 'There is surely no fear of God in this
place, and they will kill me because of my wife.' 12Besides, she really is my
sister, the daughter of my father though not of my mother; and she became
my wife. 13And when God had me wander from my father's household, | said
to her, "This is how you can show your love to me: Everywhere we go, say of
me, "He is my brother." 14Then Abimelech brought sheep and cattle and male
and female slaves and gave them to Abraham, and he returned Sarah his wife
to him. 15And Abimelech said, "My land is before you; live wherever you
like." 16To Sarah he said, "I am giving your brother a thousand shekels of
silver. This is to cover the offense against you before all who are with you;
you are completely vindicated." 17Then Abraham prayed to God, and

God healed Abimelech, his wife and his slave girls so they could have
children again, 18for the Lord had closed up every womb in Abimelech's
household because of Abraham's wife Sarah.



THE SON OF PROMISE
(Genesis 21)

The promised son is going to be born despite all human understanding. Only
the promised son is going to inherit the God & presence.

21Now the Lord was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for
Sarah what he had promised. 2Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to
Abraham in his old age, at the very time God had promised him. 3Abraham
gave the name Isaac to the son Sarah bore him. 4When his son Isaac was
eight days old, Abraham circumcised him, as God commanded him.*

God commanded Abraham to cirkumcise each male of his house to
distinguish Abraham § descendants from all other nations. As
circumcision became later part of the law of Moses, the real circumcision
refers to a change of ones heart not to external sign of a body.

16Circumcise your hearts, therefore, and do not be stiff-necked any
longer. 17For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the
great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality and accepts
no bribes.

Deuteronomy 10;16-17

11t is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do
not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 2Mark my
words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ
will be of no value to you at all. 3Again I declare to every man who
lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law.
4You who are trying to be justified by law have been alienated from
Christ; you have fallen away from grace. 5But by faith we eagerly
await through the Spirit the righteousness for which we hope. 6For in
Christ Jesus neither circumecision nor uncircumecision has any value.
The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.

Galatians 5;1-6

5Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him.
6Sarah said, "God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears about
this will laugh with me."



The meaning of the name Isaac is ,, The one, who will laugh

7And she added, “"Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse
children? Yet | have borne him a son in his old age." 8The child grew and was
weaned, and on the day Isaac was weaned Abraham held a great feast.

9But Sarah saw that the son whom Hagar the Egyptian had borne to Abraham
was mocking, 10and she said to Abraham, "Get rid of that slave woman and
her son, for that slave woman's son will never share in the inheritance with
my son Isaac.” 11The matter distressed Abraham greatly because it concerned
his son. 12But God said to him, "Do not be so distressed about the boy and
your maidservant. Listen to whatever Sarah tells you, because it is through
Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.?

29At that time the son born in the ordinary way persecuted the son
born by the power of the Spirit. It is the same now. 30But what does
the Scripture say? "Get rid of the slave woman and her son, for the

2 slave woman's son will never share in the inheritance with the free
woman's son." 31Therefore, brothers, we are not children of the slave
woman, but of the free woman.

Galatians 4;29-31

131 will make the son of the maidservant into a nation also, because he is
your offspring.” 14Early the next morning Abraham took some food and a
skin of water and gave them to Hagar. He set them on her shoulders and then
sent her off with the boy. She went on her way and wandered in the desert of
Beersheba. 15When the water in the skin was gone, she put the boy under one
of the bushes. 16 Then she went off and sat down nearby, about a bowshot
away, for she thought, "I cannot watch the boy die.” And as she sat there
nearby, she began to sob. 17God heard the boy crying, and the angel of God
called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, "What is the matter, Hagar? Do
not be afraid; God has heard the boy crying as he lies there. 18L.ift the boy up
and take him by the hand, for I will make him into a great nation.” 19Then
God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. So she went and filled the
skin with water and gave the boy a drink. 20God was with the boy as he grew
up. He lived in the desert and became an archer. 21While he was living in the
Desert of Paran, his mother got a wife for him from Egypt.



A COVENANT BETWEEN ABRAHAM AND ABIMELECH

The pagan king of Abimelech cares about Abraham s favour bz seeing that
God is with Abraham in everything, Abraham is doing.

22At that time Abimelech and Phicol the commander of his forces said to
Abraham, "God is with you in everything you do. 23Now swear to me here
before God that you will not deal falsely with me or my children or my
descendants. Show to me and the country where you are living as an alien the
same kindness | have shown to you." 24Abraham said, "I swear it." 25Then
Abraham complained to Abimelech about a well of water that Abimelech's
servants had seized. 26But Abimelech said, "I don't know who has done this.
You did not tell me, and | heard about it only today." 27So Abraham brought
sheep and cattle and gave them to Abimelech, and the two men made a treaty.
28Abraham set apart seven ewe lambs from the flock, 29and Abimelech
asked Abraham, "What is the meaning of these seven ewe lambs you have set
apart by themselves?" 30He replied, "Accept these seven lambs from my
hand as a witness that | dug this well." 31So that place was called Beersheba,
because the two men swore an oath there. 32After the treaty had been made at
Beersheba, Abimelech and Phicol the commander of his forces returned to the
land of the Philistines. 33Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba, and
there he called upon the name of the Lord, the Eternal God. 34And Abraham
stayed in the land of the Philistines for a long time.

THE SACRIFICE OF THE ONLY SON
(Genesis 22)

Abraham succeeds in the exam of obedience to God and he receives back his
beloved son.

22Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" "Here |
am," he replied. 2Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom
you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt
offering on one of the mountains | will tell you about."*

17By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a
sacrifice. He who had received the promises was about to sacrifice his
one and only son, 18even though God had said to him, "It is through

g8 Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned." 19Abraham reasoned that
God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive
Isaac back from death.

Hebrews 11;17-19



40n the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5He
said to his servants, "Stay here with the donkey while | and the boy go over
there. We will worship and then we will come back to you." 6 Abraham took
the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself
carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 71saac
spoke up and said to his father Abraham, "Father?" "Yes, my son?" Abraham
replied. "The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is the lamb for
the burnt offering?" 8 Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb
for the burnt offering, my son." And the two of them went on together.?

The symbolic picture of the sacrificial lamb is mentioned again in Exodus
and through Christ is heading up to revelation.

5The animals you choose must be year old males without defect, and
you may take them from the sheep or the goats. 6Take care of them
until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the people of the
community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. 7Then they are
to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the
doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. 12"On that same
night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstbornboth
men and animals-and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. 1
am the Lord . 13The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where

2 you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive

plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.
Exodus 12;5-7,12-13

12In a loud voice they sang: "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to
receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and
glory and praise!" 13Then I heard every creature in heaven and on
earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them,
singing: "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and

honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!".
Revelation 5;12-13

9When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar
there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the
altar, on top of the wood. 10Then he reached out his hand and took the knife
to slay his son. 11But the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven,



"Abraham! Abraham!" "Here | am," he replied. 12"Do not lay a hand on the
boy," he said. "Do not do anything to him. Now | know that you fear God,
because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son."?

God spared Isaac to glory the obedience of Abraham and didn t spare
Jesus to the glory of Christ obedience to follow the divine design of
redemption up to the death.

32He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all--how
will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?

Romans 8;32

13Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns.
He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of
his son. 14So Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide. And to this
day it is said, "On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided." 15The angel
of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16and said, "I
swear by myself, declares the Lord , that because you have done this and
have not withheld your son, your only son, 171 will surely bless you and
make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on
the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their
enemies, 18and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed,
because you have obeyed me.,, 19Then Abraham returned to his servants, and
they set off together for Beersheba. And Abraham stayed in Beersheba.

20Some time later Abraham was told, "Milcah is also a mother; she has borne
sons to your brother Nahor: 21Uz the firstborn, Buz his brother, Kemuel (the
father of Aram), 22Kesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph and Bethuel." 23Bethuel
became the father of Rebekah. Milcah bore these eight sons to Abraham's
brother Nahor. 24His concubine, whose name was Reumah, also had sons:
Tebah, Gaham, Tahash and Maacabh.

THE DEATH AND TOMB OF SARAH

(Genesis 23)

Abraham buys field and cave of Machpelah to bury his own wife and to have
his own burial ground.



23Sarah lived to be a hundred and twenty-seven years old. 2She died at
Kiriath Arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan, and Abraham went to
mourn for Sarah and to weep over her.

3Then Abraham rose from beside his dead wife and spoke to the Hittites. He
said, 4"l am an alien and a stranger among you. Sell me some property for a
burial site here so | can bury my dead." 5The Hittites replied to Abraham,
6"Sir, listen to us. You are a mighty prince among us. Bury your dead in the
choicest of our tombs. None of us will refuse you his tomb for burying your
dead." 7Then Abraham rose and bowed down before the people of the land,
the Hittites. 8He said to them, "If you are willing to let me bury my dead,
then listen to me and intercede with Ephron son of Zohar on my behalf 9so he
will sell me the cave of Machpelah, which belongs to him and is at the end of
his field. Ask him to sell it to me for the full price as a burial site among you."
10Ephron the Hittite was sitting among his people and he replied to Abraham
in the hearing of all the Hittites who had come to the gate of his city. 11"No,
my lord," he said. "Listen to me; | give you the field, and I give you the cave
that is in it. | give it to you in the presence of my people. Bury your dead."
12Again Abraham bowed down before the people of the land 13and he said to
Ephron in their hearing, "Listen to me, if you will. I will pay the price of the
field. Accept it from me so | can bury my dead there." 14Ephron answered
Abraham, 15"Listen to me, my lord; the land is worth four hundred shekels of
silver, but what is that between me and you? Bury your dead." 16 Abraham
agreed to Ephron's terms and weighed out for him the price he had named in
the hearing of the Hittites: four hundred shekels of silver, according to the
weight current among the merchants. 17So Ephron's field in Machpelah near
Mamre-both the field and the cave in it, and all the trees within the borders of
the field-was deeded 18to Abraham as his property in the presence of all the
Hittites who had come to the gate of the city. 19Afterward Abraham buried
his wife Sarah in the cave in the field of Machpelah near Mamre (which is at
Hebron) in the land of Canaan. 20So the field and the cave in it were deeded
to Abraham by the Hittites as a burial site.



